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MEDIHOTELS 

303. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Minister for Health: 
With your indulgence before I get to my question, on behalf of the opposition, I would like to note the closure of 
the Ravensthorpe nickel mine and express our thoughts and concern for the workers, families and local community. 

Given that the Minister for Health’s medihotel election promise was based on or copied from the Victorian model, 
can he please explain to the house the success of the Victorian medihotel model and how many of the 11 medihotels 
that were built in Victoria are still open? 

Mr R.H. COOK replied: 

I thank the Leader of the Opposition very much for the opportunity to talk about one of our key election promises. 
The Leader of the Opposition said our policy was apparently based on the Victorian model. It was not. I do not 
know whether it has come to the attention of any members in this place but Western Australia is slightly larger 
than Victoria! I do not know whether it has escaped the attention of members on the other side, but we have a lot 
of patients who travel to the metropolitan area for operations. A lot of country patients come to Perth to have 
operations. Regarding what the Leader of the Opposition said, no; our model was not based on the experiences in 
Victoria and nor was it based on the 2006 report about medihotels in Victoria.  

In the lead-up to the election, I visited many hospitals in Victoria, particularly in Melbourne, which had thriving 
medihotel facilities. They all operate different models because they want to put in place the things that are 
important and work best for their patients. In the lead-up to the election, we said WA Labor will put patients first. 
The McGowan Labor government will continue to put patients first by introducing medihotels at Fiona Stanley 
Hospital, Royal Perth Hospital and Joondalup Health Campus because we stand by our patients in this state, 
particularly country patients who have to make the long journey to the city to receive pain-relieving and, in some 
cases, life-saving operations. We will put in place policies that put patients first, and those members on the other 
side should pay attention. 
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